
Many area residents only visit Brandywine 

Park during the annual Brandywine Arts 

Festival.  Few realize that part of the credit 

for the festival goes to an Iowan, George T. 

Sargisson, who was key in establishing the 

event back in 1961.  As executive director of 

a private non-profit organization called 

Recreation Promotion and Service, Inc. 

(RP&S), he left an indelible mark on the 

community. 

 

His childhood in Iowa’s open spaces gave 

him a taste for fresh air and outdoor 

activities and led him to want all children 

the same “healthful start in life” as he had 

had.  Six feet tall 

and full of energy, 

he quickly earned 

the nickname “Big 

George.”  He was an 

a c c o m p l i s h e d 

a t h l e t e ,  w h o 

p a r t i c i p a t ed  i n 

f o o tba l l ,  t r ack , 

swimming, boxing, 

and wrestling in 

secondary school 

and won an athletic 

scholarship to New 

York University with 

his football and track 

and field skills.  With 

a master’s degree in 

recreation from NYU, 

he had recreation 

jobs in Eastchester NY and Chester PA 

before being hired to head a new 

organization in Wilmington. 

 

In 1944, Wilmington businessman W. W. 

(Chick) Laird assembled several like-minded 

civic leaders to propose establishing a 

service organization focused on recreation.  

Recreation Promotion and Service, Inc., the 

result of this vision, hired Sargisson as its 

first executive director in May 1945.  From 

the start, Sargisson expected RP&S to be 

both an informational clearinghouse and an 

organizational incubator.  “We do research, 

carry out experiments and promote 

recreation projects for all ages, both sexes 

and all classes of people,” he explained.  

“Then we turn the project over to an 

existing organization or establish a new one 

to operate it.” 

 

Many local organizations started with RP&S 

assistance.  The recreational professionals 

provided the ideas, energy, and support that 

new groups needed to succeed and then 

stepped aside so the fledgling organizations 

could operate independently.  In 1970 

Sargisson estimated that RP&S had assisted 

150 groups to get started. 

 

Sargisson and RP&S 

helped start the 

Skating Club of 

Wilmington.  They 

played a role in 

launching Historic 

Red Clay Valley, Inc. 

and in that group’s 

work to revive the 

Wilmington and 

Western Railroad.  

T h e  D e l a w a r e 

A s t r o n o m i c a l 

Association, the 

De l awa re  F i e l d 

Hockey Association, 

and the Delaware 

Track and Field Club 

all benefited from 

RP&S support, as did 

the Delaware Nature Society, Opera 

Delaware, and the Kingswood Community 

Center. 

 

RP&S had a policy of cooperation with existing 

groups.  In 1946, the organization worked 

with civic groups to provide supervised play 

for children on six community playgrounds, 

supplying slides, swings, and games 

equipment; the next year, they served 

eleven playgrounds.  The summer dances 

they co-sponsored with local schools and 

civic groups in 1947 attracted more than 

4,000 youngsters.  At the same time, RP&S 
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